Marketing through Online
Contests

We have had some fun at my office recently, creating a video
that will help to generate a feel and personality that
represents our company. Mainly, it shows that we can let our
hair down (or put some on) and just have some fun. We did this
by putting together a rap video in the imitation of a rap song
out there called “Thrift Shop.” The reasoning for this video
is two-fold: Making it helped to create fun in our company,
and it shows you how you can have fun by using contesting in
your company’s marketing strategy.

Is Geo-Fencing on Your Map?

As we continue to build mobile |

apps for clients, the advantages l - . ? .
resulting from these apps are \
appearing limitless. I have been - J
in Charlotte this week for the J P
EO Nerve Conference. When I = 2 &
called for a taxi, they said . =l :
that I can download an app that 2 (CEV S -2~ o e
will send a taxi to me. Not only that, but I can follow the
taxi’'s location as it comes to pick me up.
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Partnering for Growth

A few weeks back, I shared what we are dong to move forward on
the path of concentration around a certain focus with mobile.
We have built a mobile app platform that is customizable and
appropriate for our focus of working with marketing companies.
This has been an evolution for us, and one that recently has
had a lot of the details come together.

As I shared before, mobile is growing and the smart phone 1is
being adopted with exponential growth. It has provided
opportunity for businesses to connect with their customers
that has not been possible before.

Can a Meeting be a Game
Changer?

Meetings Suck! Why is it that so many of us

' don’t like meetings? I personally
like the feeling of getting a
bunch of innovative people
together generating better and
smarter ideas than any one of us
could come up with on our own.
Most people have a hard time
seeing a meeting as a game
changer. Would you think a
meeting could speed up change or
push you ahead of the competition
to become the global leader in the industry?
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Where Is The Internet Going?

An analyst I used to follow in my investment days, Henry
Blodget, is now an editor for Business Insider, and his own
company has been on top of the internet space since the
beginning. I like hearing what he has to say because he has
had so many years watching the ups and downs of the firms in
this space, and he offers good insight into where these
companies are going.

Business Insider recently held its annual IGNITION conference
with great speakers from LinkedIn, Google, Groupon, and Time
Warner.

Communication Revolution

Back in 1995, when Robert Loest and I were telling the world
about our new mutual fund TIPS Millennium, we told a story
explaining that, historically, change within a civilization
first occurs at an inflection point and is followed by big
change and then a long plateau period.

We shared how civilization started with hunter-gathers, and
people maintained that lifestyle for over 100,000 years. Then,
we had an inflection point, learning to plant seeds and grow
food. This was the Agricultural Revolution of the Neolithic
Era, and it went on for a few thousand years.
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Get Your “Why” and You Will
Get Your Customers

I have written before on finding your purpose and discovering
why you do what you do. It is important to understand your
“why” because it changes the way you communicate with your
target audience in order to sell your products or services.
Most of us communicate with others by discussing our features
and benefits, which is the “how” and “what” of the work we do.

Discovering and sharing your “why” with your audience connects
them in an emotional way that motivates the decision making
process. In Simon Sinek’s TED video, “How Great Leaders

1

Inspire Action,” he shares his discovery of the “why” and
understanding why you do something and why your organization
exists.

Are Your Crucial
Conversations Flops?

As I write this blog, I am waiting in the Frankfort airport
and traveling to Istanbul, Turkey to join the EO University
and about 700 of my fellow entrepreneurs, including some of my
very close friends. I have been looking forward to this
conference for a while and have been intrigued with Istanbul
for as long as I can remember. I suspect it has something to
do with a movie I had seen when I was younger. I look forward
to sharing some of my experiences from exploring the city and
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attending the conference in upcoming blogs.

Web 3.0 is Mobile, Are You
In?

As I have discussed in many past blogs, we are seeing a major
shift in how people access technology as more people move
toward Smartphones. I see a world where business will be
driven by the connectivity we all have with one another based
on that little device that acts as an extended appendage for
most of us.

We all have an internal desire
to be connected.

How Am I Here Now?

What is the opportunity that you find yourself in today? What
people did you meet to get here? What are you going to do to
create more such opportunities?

I am on my way to Ft. Lauderdale to meet with my EO Insignia
Forum. My close friend Joe has a place there, so we are going
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to spend some time at his condo. I really enjoy going to meet
up with my EO friends and spending time with them. It 1is
always a very stimulating and worthwhile experience.

I come away with a greater connection and understanding for
their struggles and successes, as each one walks their own
path. It opens me up to what life has to offer and awakens me
to my limited perspective when the diversity of these
successful entrepreneurs come together to share their minds,
experiences, and visions.



