
Power of One
Having a business and being an entrepreneur, you attempt to
make a difference in your life, sometimes in the lives of
others, and not so often, in the world. I see this on a daily
basis because running a company is integral in the lives of
many people around me.

You usually see the small things but not the larger impact
that you might make someday in the future. For example, you
may have created some great product that improves the lives of
others in a meaningful way, or you may go public in an IPO and
share stock with your early hard-working employees that one
day generates more money than ever imagined.

Sometimes, your greatest impact to make the world better may
not even show up until after you’re gone. This was the case
for Rachel Beckwith, a little girl that forever changed the
lives  of  60,000  people  after  she  was  killed  in  a  tragic
accident. I will share the story briefly, and then you can
watch the short video to see the effects of her dreams and
actions. Warning to all viewers: if you are uncomfortable
feeling the goodness of humans helping each other and fear a
tear may build up around your eyes, don’t watch this video.

At 9 years of age, Rachel Beckwith had a big heart and wanted
to solve many of the problems she saw in the world. When Scott
Harrison from Charity Water (my favorite charity) visited her
church and shared how his organization helps young kids in
Africa get access to clean drinking water, she set out to help
and created her own fundraising page. With her ninth birthday
coming up, she asked those that normally gave her gifts to
donate $9 instead, with a goal to raise $300.

She raised $220 and made a promise to try harder next year.
However, a few weeks later, a tractor-trailer on I-90 near
Seattle, WA jackknifed into a logging truck and smashed into
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Rachel’s car. She was the only one critically injured, and on
July 23, 2011, she was taken off life support. The news of her
story  soon  spread,  and  in  the  month  that  followed,
approximately  30,000  people  gave  $1.2-million.

Watch as Rachel’s mom goes to Africa to witness the new wells
flowing with clean water and the impact that her 9 year old
daughter has left on the lives of so many.

What is the legacy that you are going to leave behind?

See VIDEO here.

 

http://vimeo.com/46300983

